
Introduction to the artistic printing 
techniques of relief, intaglio,  
planographic and screen printing

The techniques of artistic printing are as diverse as the techniques 
of graphic art itself. To be able to make well-founded assessments 
of original prints, however, it is essential to be familiar with the 
different techniques and to be able to distinguish between them. 
The specialised literature and the reference collections of original 
prints have until recently provided the basis for informed discus-
sion on the different practices. Unfortunately, most of these works 
are no longer easily accessible. This situation is unsatisfactory for 
art historians, collectors and curators alike, as well as for anyone 
who wants or needs to gain a deeper understanding of printmak-
ing techniques and to be able to identify them and make precise 
distinctions between them. 

Introduction to artistic printing techniques consists of two 
high-quality boxes containing original prints and explanatory 
texts. Together they provide a descriptive basis for studying the 
subject and identifying the most important printmaking tech-
niques. The artist, Marcel Gähler, created this collection of origi-
nal prints using the same subject of a dog lying down to illustrate 
19 different  techniques. The graphic arts specialist, Hildegard 
Homburger, contributes a written commentary on the prints, 
explaining the characteristics and distinguishing features of the 
different processes involved. 

Introduction to the artistic  
printing techniques

Two boxes containing 45 original 
prints or intermediate states with 
explanatory texts 

Each box contains a general introduction to the relief, intaglio, 
planographic and screen- printing techniques, as well as detailed 
texts explaining the processes employed to produce each individ-
ual print. 

Box I: 
Soft-ground etching 
Chalk lithograph 
Transfer lithograph 
Screen print 
Mezzotint 
Photogravure, dust grain 
Photogravure, screen 
Aquatint, dust-ground 
Aquatint, spirit-ground 
Total 
24 original prints  
and intermediate states, 
9 accompanying texts

Box II: 
Hard-ground etching 
Copper engraving 
Drypoint 
Punch or stipple engraving 
Monotype 
Colour woodcut  
Linocut 
Wood engraving 
Pen lithograph 
Brush lithograph 
Total 
21 original prints  
and intermediate states, 
11 explanatory texts

		  Three-colour screen print (yellow, orange and red) 

		  Aquatint dust-ground 

The artist, the author and the editor 

Marcel Gähler is a free-lance artist, living and working in Winter-
thur, Switzerland. His work has been exhibited in numerous solo 
and group exhibitions, including in Berlin, Bern, Shanghai, Phil-
adelphia, Singapore, Paris, Brussels and Zurich. For a number of 
years, he has been represented by galleries in Berlin, Shanghai and 
Zurich. Marcel Gähler, Frohbergstrasse 3, 8400 Winterthur,  
Switzerland. Email: kontakt@marcelgaehler.ch 

Hildegard Homburger is a graphic arts specialist based in Berlin 
where she has been working from her own art conservation studio 
since 1986. She is also a visiting lecturer in art conservation and 
the identification of print making techniques at fine arts acade-
mies in Vienna, Berlin and Stuttgart, and gives professional train-
ing seminars in these fields. Hildegard Homburger, Krefelder Strasse 
17, 10555 Berlin, Germany. Email: h.homburger@t-online.de 

Michael Rothe is a qualified art conservator based in Bern, where 
he ran his own studio until 2023. He has carried out major resto-
ration projects in Switzerland and Germany, including that of the 
fire-damaged contents of the Herzogin Anna Amalia  
Bibliothek in Weimar. His publishing house, Verlag Rothe Drucke, 
publishes numerous art books and graphics editions every year. 
Michael Rothe, Verlag Rothe Drucke, Wolfackerstrasse 19,  
3210 Kerzers, Switzerland. Email: mail@rothe-drucke.ch 

Subscription offer for 
the english and french edition  
valid until 31 August 2025
Distribution from june 2025

Subscribers can obtain both boxes for a reduced price of  
CHF 7,200 until 31 August, after this date for CHF 8,000. 

The edition is limited to 21 copies. 
On request we would be pleased to present the original boxes 
either at a venue of your choice or at our premises in Kerzers, Swit-
zerland, or in Berlin. Please contact us at:
 
Atelier Rothe, Wolfackerstrasse 19, 3210 Kerzers, Switzerland Email: 
mail@rothe-drucke.ch 

Atelier Homburger, Krefelder Strasse 17, 10555 Berlin, Germany 
Email: h.homburger@t-online.de 

buying source

Verlag Rothe Drucke
Wolfackerstrasse 19
CH 3210 Kerzers
mail@rothe-drucke.ch

		  Example of an explanatory text

		  Two-colour linocut (yellow and dark grey)

		  Copper engraving

		  Colour woodcut in four colours (yellow, light green, violet and blue)

		  Drypoint

		  Soft-ground etching

		  Mezzotint (seventh intermediate state), 


